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People for Proper Policing in North Wales




Race crime crackdown ‘paying off’ Mar 3 2007 by Daily Post

NORTH Wales Police’s high-profile stance against people who   insult the Welsh is beginning to pay dividends.

The force came under fire in recent years for spending considerable sums of cash investigating complaints against TV presenter Anne Robinson and PM Tony Blair. Neither resulted in a prosecution.

But deputy chief constable Clive Wolfendale said yesterday Anglo-Welsh race hate crime numbers had fallen by 24% to 25% during the past nine months.

“That reduction seems to reflect the very robust stance taken, for which we have taken some flak, but it makes people think twice about making disparaging or unwarranted remarks about the Welsh and vice-versa.”

But Mr Wolfendale said the growing number of immigrant workers in North Wales was leading to different race hate crimes. Many Polish workers now living in the Wrexham area were being targeted despite excellent work by the local police to ease the problem. “We are keeping a very close eye on this,” he said.

During the same period there was also a 25% rise in the number of homophobic incidents which chairman Alun Lewis said was a cause for concern.

Mr Wolfendale added: “I don’t think we are recording as many of these as we should because people are not prepared to come forward.

“We have some confidence-building to do.”

The PPP comments ….. Wolfendale, again spending time on one of his favourite pastimes, stirring up racial tension in North Wales. 

